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Lesson Nineteen: What About the Rapture?    

 

Textual Questions 

I. Today’s question is centered around the subject of “end times.”  

A. This subject is of interest to many – partly because it is so fascinating. It tugs at our curiosity to try and 

understand what will happen in the end.  

B. This subject is also of interest to many because one day life will come to its end. Many people believe in 

life after death.  

C. While the Bible certainly teaches about life after death, there are not many specific details given. Because 

of this (and the heightened interest), lots of different teachings/doctrines/theories have arisen over this 

subject.  

 

II. Today’s question is, “What about the rapture?” “What does the Bible teach about the rapture?”  

A. To understand this question, we need to understand an “end-times” view called premillennialism. There are 

three main views of the “millennium” (1000 years – referring to Revelation 20).  

1. Premillennialism – the belief that the second coming of Christ will precede the millennium. This 

teaching holds that Christ will come a second time before the 1,000 years of his millennial rule.  

2. Postmillennialism – the belief that the second coming of Christ will follow the millennium. Jesus 

returns after a literal thousand years of peace and gospel growth on earth to bring final judgment.  

3. Amillennialism – this belief denies a literal thousand-year reign. Jesus reigns in heaven now for a 

symbolic 1000 years before returning to bring final judgment.  

 

B. Thus premillennialism: pre (before), millennial (1 thousand years), ism (doctrine or system). Here are some 

of the major thoughts behind this theory:  

1. When Jesus came to earth, he came with the intention of establishing an earthly kingdom  

2. The Jews rejected Jesus and had him crucified  

3. God instituted an alternate plan, to establish a spiritual kingdom: the church  

4. The church age will last until the earthly kingdom is established  

5. Sometime in the future, Jesus will come back and silently raise the righteous dead and rapture the 

living saints from the earth  

6. Seven years of tribulation will be experienced on earth when Satan is loosed for a little season  

7. Jesus will return to earth , bringing his saints with him. The battle of Armageddon will be fought, 

Satan will be defeated, Jesus will establish an earthly kingdom over which he will reign for 1000 

years. He will sit upon David’s literal throne in Jerusalem.  
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8. At the end of the 1000 years, the wicked will be raised, and all will go to judgment.  

 

The Rapture 

I. The word rapture means “to seize, to snatch.”  

A. The rapture holds that Christ will return to the earth in a silent/invisible way to “rapture” the living saints 

and resurrect the righteous dead.  

B. This view was popularized by Hal Lindsey – author of “The Late Great Planet Earth” and by the “Left 

Behind Series.” Lindsay described the scene of the rapture as a scary scene:  

1. “There I was, driving down the freeway and all of a sudden the place went crazy…cars going in all 

directions…and not one of them had a driver. I mean it was wild! I think we got an invasion from outer 

space” (1970, 125) 

C. We’ll see slogans on bumper stickers, and social media pointing to the rapture doctrine/thinking.  

 

II. The word rapture is not found/used in the Bible.  

A. Proponents of this view point to passages such as 1 Thess. 4:17. Here Paul speaks of the 2nd coming of the 

Lord, speaking of the saints who will be “caught up” in the clouds to meet Him.  

1. While this is certainly speaking of the Lord’s return, this passage is not intended to be a contrast of 

wicked and righteous. It is only speaking of those who died in the Lord (v. 13).  

2. The wicked are not mentioned in this passage – there are other passages that speak of the 

resurrection of the wicked.  

 

B. Compare this passage with 2 Thess. 1:4-7 

1. The Lord’s return is described as relief for the righteous, and judgment on those who do not 

know/obey the Lord.  

2. The one coming involves all people – wicked and righteous.  

 

III. Problems with the rapture:  

A. Consider what the Bible teaches about the coming (return) of Christ: 

1. All will see and hear Christ’s return  

a. 1 Thess 4:6 – shout, voice of archangel, trumpet of God  

b. 2 Pet 3:10 – great noise  

c. Rev. 1:7 – every eye will see  

d. Matt. 25:31 – coming in glory with a multitude of angels – it will be seen.  

1) The secretive part of the Lord’s return is not the return itself, but when that return will be (1 

Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet. 3:10; Matt. 25:13) 

 

2. Both the righteous and wicked will be resurrected  
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a. John 5:28-29 – resurrection will be of both wicked and righteous  

b. Acts 24:15 – one resurrection of wicked and righteous  

c. Matt. 13:24-30 - parable of the wheat and tares illustrates this point. Both are gathered at the 

time of harvest.  

 

3. Jesus will not return a third time  

a. Heb. 9:27-28 – Christ will appear a “second time” for salvation.  

b. Acts 17:31- He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world 

 

B. A lot of what we find with end times teachings/theories is a misunderstanding of certain texts  

1. Revelation 20 (and the book of Revelation as a whole).  

a. Many have drawn false conclusions about the end of times through misinterpreting the message 

of Revelation. They fail to understand the nature of this book 

1) It’s style of writing – apocalyptic – figurative/symbolic (1:1) 

2) It’s timetable – things which must soon take place (1:1, 3; 22:10) 

3) It’s specific/intended audience – the 7 churches of Asia (1:4, 11; 22:16) 

b. The rapture (and premillennialism), comes out of ch. 20. When we get to this chapter much has 

already happened – the enemies (Satan’s workers) have been defeated (great harlot, two 

beasts). The only enemy remaining is Satan.  

1) The chapter opens with the binding of Satan (v. 1-3). To bind is to constrict. Because of this 

Satan is unable to deceive the nations (v. 3). He was restricted for a period of time.  

2) 1,000 years is not a literal number. Numbers are symbolic – this could be just a reference 

for a period of time – 1,000 could be symbolic for completion (Ps. 50:10; 84:10) 

3) The martyrs are resurrected and reign with Christ for 1,000 years. The martyrs may be 

the same group described in Rev. 7:9-16.  

a)  Very likely the “first resurrection” is describing the spiritual resurrection of when a 

person obeys the gospel (raised to the newness of life – Rom. 6:4-7).  

b) What is being described is the victory over Satan – described in terms of reigning 

and resurrection (Isa. 26:19; Hos. 13:14; Ezek. 37:1-14) 

4) Rev. 20 is the answer to the plea given in ch. 6. They were crying for judgment. Judgment 

was given to them – was passed in their favor. Those who are faithful to Christ even to the 

point of death are promised to sit with Christ on His throne (3:22).  

a) The saints martyred for their faith, crying for justice, are now pictured as restored, 

reigning with Christ in heaven – defeat has now become a victory. The saints are 

victorious in Christ.  

c. After the 1,000 years Satan is released, come out with one final attempt to claim victory (God 

and Magog – see Ez. 38:2; 39:1 – representative of the enemy of God’s people)  

1) Satan is cast into the lake of fire (v. 10).  
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d. Notice that all saints reigning, second coming, Jerusalem, thrones on earth – none are found in 

this chapter.  

2. Matthew 24 

a. In this chapter Jesus uses apocalyptic literature (symbolism), and points back to OT symbols and 

language to describe the judgment which was to come.  

b. The chapter takes place in a discussion about the temple (v. 1-3).  

1) The questions they asked were about when the temple was to be destroyed, and what 

signs would accompany them (see MK 13:4; Luke 21:7).  

c. The majority of this chapter (v. 1-35) are in reference to the temple being destroyed. Jesus 

shifts His focus in v. 36 to talk about His coming.  

1) Thus the majority of events in this chapter have already taken place (v. 34) 

2) Compare “those days” with “that day” (v. 19, 22, 29, 42, 50; 25:13) 

d. Some point to v. 40-41 as evidence of the rapture.  

1) Either it is describing the judgment of Jerusalem  

2) Or it is describing those taken in the final judgment.  

a) “One changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye (1 Cor. 15:52), and then 

caught up into the clouds to meet the lord in the air (1 Thess. 4:17); the other left to 

be consumed in the conflagration of the earth (2 Pet. 3:10), and then called up to the 

resurrection of condemnation (John 5:29) McGarvey  

3) There is a separation of those accepted and rejected by God (as taught in the parables 

of Matt 25).  

 

When Answering My Friend 

I. There’s a few things I need to keep in mind when answering my friend on this subject:  

A. We may not know everything there is to know about the end of time. 

1. As Deut. 29:29 reminds us, all we have is what God has revealed.  

2. While we do have some information about the end (Christ’s return, reward and punishment) we don’t 

have every detail – nor do we have every answer to every question we may ask.  

3. We want to know more about heaven – what we’ll do, what it’ll look like; etc. We need to guard 

against whittling on God’s end of the stick – providing answers we aren’t certain about.  

 

B. This gives me the opportunity to help my friend learn to think and speak Biblically.  

1. 1 Pet. 4:11 – speak what the Bible speaks.  

2. Theories like the rapture, like premillennialism, are not Biblical because they’re not spoken of, taught 

on, nor described in the Bible text.  

3. When I study with my friend about this subject, it would be good to go through the passages about 

Christ’s return, and to see if what my friend believes lines up with the Bible 
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C. Some may not see this as a big deal – which is both true and untrue.  

1. What a person believes about the end of time may not be a “big deal.”  

a. What a person thinks about heaven, about hades (life after death) may vary 

b. There are disagreements about the nature of our body in heaven.  

2. But there is a difference between my “think-so’s” and God’s “say’s-so’s”.  

a. Whatever we teach, we need to ensure it is in line with the Word of God.  

b. The theory of premillennialism is not Biblical. It rejects what the NT claims is true. The rapture is 

not Biblical. To believe or teach such a teaching is to believe (or teach) something that’s 

wrong/false  

c. In matters of truth, where God has spoken, I need to read, heed, and apply. I need to know 

what God has said.  

1) Where God has not spoken, while I may have my “opinion”, I need to be careful that I 

recognize it is merely my opinion, and not teach it as if it is truth.  

 

D. There is a greater question I can ask my friend in response – are you ready for Jesus to come?  

1. If they open to the door to talking about “end-times” subjects, I need to use that opportunity to talk 

about the more weightier questions.  

2. Discussing heaven/hell helps lead that discussion to it’s ultimate (important) question – are you 

ready?  

3. Questions like – where do you think you’ll go when you die? If Jesus comes today are you ready? 

Do you know you’re saved today – not by a feeling, but by truth (1 Jn. 5:13)?  

 


